
Union Park School
Tricia Graham, Principal

Bobbi Cerro, Assistant Principal

Theresa M. Natoli 7th Grade Science

Parent Involvement is all about the children. Participation in your child’s education is proven to boost

his or her achievement in school. We are committed to treat parents as partners while keeping lines of

communication open and focused on the needs of your child. Mutual trust and respect between

parents and teachers is required to maintain a positive learning experience at any school. We believe

that your trust in Union Park is required to ensure your child’s success.

Welcome to seventh grade science. My name is Theresa Natoli.  I have been teaching in DVUSD since 2006. I
graduated from ASU's Barrett Honors College with a degree in Elementary Education in 2005, and Northern

Arizona University with a Master's degree in Educational Technology in 2018.
Prior to my teaching career I was a full time wife and mother.  I was married to my late husband, Hank

Natoli, for 23 years and we have 3 children, 1 son-in-law and 1 grandchild.
In addition to raising our three children we have enjoyed many animals as pets. We've had rabbits, doves,

fish, various rodents, bearded dragons, dogs, and a snake.
In my free time I enjoy spending time with family and friends, reading, movies, concerts, and traveling. I had

the amazing opportunity to travel to China, summer (2011), to teach English. Currently, I teach English to
kids in China via the Internet through a company called VIPKID.

I love teaching all subject areas and especially love the hands on investigations that science allows. My other
passion is technology which is integrated along with the other content areas in my lessons.

I am looking forward to getting to know you and your child this year.

● By the end of seventh grade, students will explore how forces cause changes in motion and how energy is
transferred in geologic, atmospheric, and environmental processes. Students investigate force and motion in a
wide variety of systems, model how heat energy drives cycles in weather and climate and explain the structure
and function of cells. Student investigations focus on collecting and making sense of observational data and
measurements using the science and engineering practices: ask questions and define problems, develop and
use models, plan and carry out investigations, analyze and interpret data, use mathematics and computational
thinking, construct explanations and design solutions, engage in argument from evidence, and obtain, evaluate,
and communicate information. While individual lessons may include connections to any of the crosscutting
concepts, the standards in seventh grade focus on helping students understand phenomena though patterns,
cause and effect, and structure and function.

Learning Targets:

Life Science-

I can obtain, evaluate, and communicate information to provide evidence for the following:

- all living things are made of cells
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- cells come from existing cells

- cells are the basic structural and functional unit of all living things.

I can construct an explanation that demonstrates the relationship between major structures and functions of both
plant and animal cells.

I can develop and use a model to explain how cells, tissues, and organ systems maintain life (animals).

I can explain how organisms maintain internal stability and evaluate the effect of the external factors on organisms’
internal stability.

I can construct an explanation for how some plant cells convert light energy into food energy.

Physical Science-

I can use mathematics and computational thinking to explain Newton’s laws of motion.

I can plan and carry out an investigation that supports my evidence-based explanation of how objects are affected by
gravitational force on Earth.

I can demonstrate the effect of electromagnetic forces on attraction and repulsion.

I can develop and use a model to predict how forces act on objects.

Earth and Space Science-

I can construct a model(s) that explains the cycling of matter and flow of energy in the atmosphere, hydrosphere,
and geosphere.

I can construct an explanation for how advances in technology have improved weather prediction by analyzing and
interpreting data.

I can construct a model to explain how the distribution of fossils and rocks, continental shapes, and seafloor
structures provides evidence of the past plate motions.

o Resources:

▪ DVUSD Science Resources for Parents

▪ https://www.dvusd.org/Domain/5392

▪ Webb’s Depth of Knowledge

http://www.aps.edu/sapr/documents/resources/Webbs_DOK_Guide.pdf

● Behavioral Expectations

o School Wide: All District Rules will be adhered to at Union Park School. Please refer to the

DVUSD Student Rights and Responsibilities Handbook. We believe that students must treat

others with the same respect with which they are treated by the adults in our school. We
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also believe that student’s actions, dress, possessions, etc., must not cause a problem for

themselves or anyone else.

o Every attempt will be made to contact parents to discuss school problems before their child

gets home.

● Communication

o Protocol

▪ Communication Protocol Flow Chart-

o School-wide

▪ Website (https://unionpark.dvusd.org)

▪ Frequent Smores via social media, email, and texts

o Teacher website https://www.dvusd.org/Page/74855

o Contact Details

● Please schedule specific times to meet with me, as we need time to

communicate effectively. I often have professional duties directly before

and after school hours. Please understand that I will not be able to meet or

discuss issues while I am teaching or supervising students. However, I will

contact you as soon as I can.

● Union Park has implemented email office hours and a “curfew” to ensure

that we maintain a healthy work-life balance. I will respond to emails/class

dojos/remind/groupme Monday through Friday from 7:00am to 8:30am

and again from 3:30-5:00pm.

▪ Email: Theresa.natoli@dvusd.org

▪ Room 427

o School Policy: Volunteerism in any form is greatly appreciated at Union Park School. Deer

Valley Unified School District requires all school volunteers to take the DVUSD Volunteer

training course offered throughout the year (if you have taken this in previous years, you

are all set). Volunteers must set specific dates and times with the teachers. It is imperative

to establish an important role for the volunteer without interrupting the learning

environment. Parent volunteerism in the classroom during the school-day varies based on

need, teachers, and grade levels.

● Homework/Grades

o Research provides strong evidence that, when used appropriately, homework is essential

for increasing and reinforcing student learning and achievement for course standards.

Homework may be differentiated to meet the needs of our varied learners. The intent of

homework is to practice, extend learning, and provide opportunities for students to
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develop critical, independent study skills and self-discipline for their life-long educational

journeys.

o Grades are a reporting tool utilized to reflect what a student knows and is able to do in a

content area. We measure achievement, not effort or behavior, in our grading system.

o PowerSchool is an essential resource for parents and students. It is not only a tool for

communication regarding grades, it is a resource for our students and parents to check

progress, missing work, and what is being taught/learned regularly. Please ensure that

you and your child have access and even sign up for the app and push notifications or

weekly email updates as an option in PowerSchool.

Gradebook Guidelines

● Teachers are to maintain students’ grades and progress on the District’s electronic grade book
program.

● Teacher grade books are auditable documents and are maintained digitally by network services.
● Every effort should be made to record a minimum of one grade per week for each content area.

The first week of school, district-wide assessments, and state testing weeks are allowable
exceptions.

● Gradebooks are to be updated on a weekly basis (e.g. weekly assessments or project name and
due date for multi-week summation projects).

● Teachers should take no more than five (5) school days (with exceptions only for major projects
and essays) from the assignment due dates to enter its grade.
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